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The Talent Pool of HK Universities
——in the context of COVID-19
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2020 vs 2021

+126%
The number of applicants consulting for 
postgraduate study in Hong Kong

   Are there any
● Relationships between applicant's school of graduation and the 

school of admission in Hong Kong?
● Relationships between undergraduate and postgraduate majors?
● Changes in HK Universities' admission criteria before and after 

the pandemic?

1. Background
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-CompassEDU’s
Admission PG Offers
-2021 QS Ranking
-985&211 
Categorization

SOURCES
2804 Candidates’ Profiles

Between 2018 and 2021

1945 Candidates’ Profiles

2. Data Collection & Cleansing
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http://www.compassedu.hk/about
https://www.topuniversities.com/university-rankings/world-university-rankings/2021
http://www.besteduchina.com/universities_of_211_project_and_985_project.html


METHODS & TOOLS
-Crawl Web Data
-Develop Rules
-Detect keywords
-Graph via Excel & 
Gephi & Jamovi

Majors

1

Social 

Science Philosophy Law Education Language

2 Science Science Physics Biology Chemistry

3 Engineering Engineering

Computer 

Science

Financial 

Technology

Information 

Engineering

4 Business Economics Management

Mechanical 

Automation

Engineering 

Management

5 Medicine Medicine Nursing Cardiology

Chinese 

Medicine

6 Agronomy Agriculture

Rural 

Development Forest Agronomy

Desert 

Cultivation

2. Data Collection & Cleansing
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-Retrieve Timestamps
-Translate qualitative data into 
Quantitative Data
-Grade Conversion

CHALLENGES

2. Data Collection & Cleansing
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HK Top 3 ace in applicants’ origins while the last 3 are at the edge

● More students from top schools (985 & QS Top 50) are admitted to Top 3 
HK universities compared to lower-tier schools

● The institutions of applicants to HKBU, Lingnan U, and EduHK are hardly 
related to other 5 universities in Hong Kong

3.1 The network of universities
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● Some applicants may take City U as 
the guaranteed offer. While EduHK and 
LU send out less offers.

● Applicants from Greater Bay Area 
are more interconnected.

City U sent most offers. HK is strongly 
attracting talents from Greater Bay Area

City U
CUHK
HKU

Poly U
HKUST
HKBU

EdUHK
Lingnan

MUST
GZU

NNU

ECUST
SWU

SZU
SUDA

GDUFS

3.2 The network of universities
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● ⅞ HK universities gave >10 offers to 
talents with overseas educational 
background. 

● HKUST, CUHK, and HKU gave more 
admission offers to oversea 
universities. 

EdUHK
   HKU 

   HKUST    City U 

   CUHK 

   HKBU 

   Poly U 

   Lingnan U 

81.65% Mainland / 18.35% Overseas

3.3 Offers Given to Mainland China VS Overseas Talents
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EdUHK: 
Give Most Offers to Mainland Talents

HKUST: 
Give Most Offers to Overseas Talents

EdUHK

EdUHK

   HKU 

   HKUST 
   City U 

   CUHK 

   HKBU 

   Poly U 

   Lingnan U 

   HKUST 
   City U 

3.3 Offers Given to Mainland China VS Overseas Talents
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● Nobody chooses agriculture in Master. 

● Influence factors: personal preference, 
employment environment, Covid-19.

● More students choose the same 
major in master as their bachelor. 

● The most popular major is commerce 
both in Bachelor and Master. 

4.1 The Relationship of Majors

Bachelor major
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1-Social Science 
2-Science 
3-Engineering 
4-Business 
5-Medicine 
6-Agronomy

Universities 
prefer to admit 
undergraduate 
majors

Major changes

Major offered by 
the university

4.2 The Relationship of Majors

Node color interpretationNode color interpretation

Xia
ngx
in 
Zha
ng 
(an
d c
o-a
uth
ors
) a
ll 
rig
hts
 re
ser
ved
. 张
祥锌
（及
共同
作者
）保
留所
有权
利.



5.1 The Impact of COVID-19
Comparison dimension: Undergraduate university

● Dark pink：985 & QS top50
● Light pink：211 & QS 50-100
● Blue：Non-985/211 & QS 100-200
● Green: QS 200-400
● Yellow：After QS 400

Before Covid-19 After Covid-19Overall

CUHK

CityU

HKUST

HKUPolyU
HKBU

EdUHK Lingnan U

CUHK

CityU

HKUST

HKU

PolyU
HKBU

EdUHK Lingnan U

● Basic preferences remain with some minor changes
● After COVID-19, offer holders from non-985/211 and post-qs 100 universities 

increased.（especially PolyU）
● Poly U & CityU's offer holders have a diverse undergraduate background

Node color interpretationNode color interpretation Insights

CUHK
CityU

HKUST

HKU

PolyU

HKBU
EdUHK Lingnan U
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Comparison dimension: GPA
5.2 The Impact of COVID-19

● Green： GPA≥80（The greener the color, the higher the GPA）

● Red：GPA＜80（The redder the color, the lower the GPA）

● The larger the point, the lower the GPA
we can find which university the big red nodes (offer holder 
with low GPA) are concentrated in

Node color interpretation
● The GPA of most offer holders from 8Us in HK is above 80
● HKU and CUHK have highest requirements for GPA, followed by HKUST and 

CityU, and other universities have relatively lower requirements
● After Covid-19, offer holders with GPA lower than 80 have increased, 

especially in HKUST and CityU, but HKU and CUHK still maintain high 
requirements for GPA

Insights

Overall Before COVID-19 After COVID-19

CUHK

CityU

HKUST

HKU
PolyU

Baptist U

EdUHK
Lingnan U

CUHK

CityU

HKUST

HKU

PolyUBaptist U

EdUHK

Lingnan U

CUHK

CityU

HKUST

HKU

PolyUBaptist U

EdUHK
Lingnan U
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Comparison dimension: IELTS score
5.3 The Impact of COVID-19

CUHK

CityU

HKUST

HKU
PolyU

HKBU

EdUHK Lingnan U

CUHK

CityU

HKUST

HKU

PolyUHKBU

EdUHK
Lingnan U

CUHK
CityU

HKUST

HKU

PolyU

HKBU
EdUHK Lingnan U

Overall Before COVID-19 After COVID-19

● CUHK has particularly strict requirements for IELTS scores.
● After COVID-19, universities in HK have reduced the requirements for IELTS.
● After COVID-19, students who completed their undergraduate degrees in HK or 

aboard is increasing.（especially HKU/HKUST）

● Blue: no IELTS score
● Purple: less than 6.5
● Green: greater than 6.5

InsightsNode color interpretation
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Comparison dimension: Admission major category
5.4 The Impact of COVID-19

CUHK

CityU

HKUST

HKU
PolyU

HKBU

EdUHK Lingnan U

CUHK

CityU

HKUST

HKU

PolyUHKBU

EdUHK
Lingnan U

CUHK
CityU

HKUST

HKU

PolyU

HKBU

EdUHK Lingnan U

Overall Before COVID-19 After COVID-19

● The major settings in HKUST and PolyU are more balanced.
● After COVID-19, business has become the most popular major.

(take HKU/CUHK/CityU for examples)

● Blue: Social Science
● Orange: Science
● Grass green: Engineering
● Purple: Business
● Dark green: Medicine

InsightsNode color interpretation
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⬣ If applicants want to apply for Postgraduate in CUHK and HKU, they should have a 

significantly higher GPA and language test scores .

⬣ The rumor that “City U is a guaranteed offer” is actually true to some applicants 

⬣ For applicants who may want to switch majors after enrollment, choosing 

universities that have diverse majors may makes their lives easier.

6. Applications
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⬣ Some top-school candidates may be out of our sight.

⬣ Data are geographically concentrated in Mainland China.

⬣ We might oversimplified data of candidates having multiple degrees.

⬣ Our insights might be restrained only to people who were admitted.

⬣ Applicants having multiple majors are recorded as single-major applicants.

6. Limitations
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CREDITS: This presentation template was created 
by Slidesgo, including icons by Flaticon, and 

infographics & images by Freepik

THANKS 
Does anyone have any questions?

Presented by 7004 A - Group 6
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